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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DA YfON RENEWS RELIGIOUS IDENTITY,
PLANS MAJOR CONFERENCES, OTHER EVENTS TO CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY
DAYTON, Ohio- As part of its sesquicentennial celebration, the University of Dayton
will launch a campus-wide campaign to strengthen and renew UD's Catholic and Marianist
identity. UD will also stage three high-profile conferences over the next year addressing the
rights of children, the impact of debt on developing countries and the ability of people to deal
with the explosion of information technology.
At a spring convocation on March 24, Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president of the
University of Dayton, and the Rev. David Fleming, S.M., superior general of the Society of Mary
(Marianists), will be the key speakers in a multimedia event designed to inspire faculty and
staff to recommit to UD's religious heritage as the University celebrates its 150th anniversary.
"It will be a celebration, a renewal of our Catholic and Marianist character," said the
Rev. Gene Contadino, S.M., UD's rector. Contadino and Una Cadegan, assistant professor of
history, are co-chairing a campus task force that will recommend ways for strengthening and
renewing UD religious character. It's 6imilar to the effort the campus community undertook in
1990, except in the new century, UD, like a growing number of other religiously affiliated
universities, faces for the first time the possibility of a Catholic lay person leading the
institution. In 1999, the board of trustees changed UD's governing documents to pave the way.
Besides the spring convocation, UD will commission a sesquicentennial closing ceremony
composition by Bosnian composer Dino Zonic and hold three major symposia, a summer band
camp for inner-city youth and other special events. New sesquicentennial events, partially
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funded through seed grants from UD's sesquicentennial celebration team, include:
•

A summer music camp June 25-30 for students between the ages of 13 and 21.
The camp will feature international and local musicians as t~achers. Full and
partial scholarships will be available for students from Dayton Public Schools
and other inner-city schools. In addition, organizer Willie Morris, associate
professor of music, plans to form the M.A.D. (Metropolitan Area of Dayton)
Jazz Bands, made up of many of the same students. They will rehearse at UD
and give performances on campus and around Dayton during the year.

•

A computer science colloquium series of 10 monthly talks, starting in August and
continuing through May 2001. Experts will address such issues as data mining
and artificial intelligence.

•

A conference that will address the debt burden hobbling developing countries.
"Grappling with Debt in Developing Economies," set for Oct. 1-2 and organized
by the School of Business Administration. The conference responds to Pope John
Paul IT's call for debt forgiveness in poor countries during the Catholic church's
Jubilee 2000 year.

•

A conference on "Christianity and Literature," Oct. 13-14. Keynote speakers
include critic Wayne Booth and poet Pat Mora.

•

An international conference on "The Rights of the Child" March 2-3, 2001. The
conference will address children in armed conflict, the murder of street children,
juvenile justice, education and health care, children living in poverty and the
economic and sexual exploitation of children. The conference is co-sponsored by
UD's programs in international studies and human rights.

•

A symposium, "The Information Revolution and the Evolution of Law," slated
for March 15-17,2001. The School of Law will bring together experts from legal
and non-legal professions from around the country to discuss people's ability to
adapt to rapidly developing information technologies. Co-sponsored and
partially underwritten by Lexis-Nexis, it will be broadcast live over the Internet.
This spring, UD's National Alumni Association will publish a commemorative

coffee-table book, From Nazareth to the New Millennium. The music department's five
ensembles will record a compact disc that includes music from UD's past and present,
including "Victory" and several traditional favorites by UD' s marching band. WDTN
Channel2 will re-air "Our University on the Hill: The First 150 Years of the Univer§ity
of Dayton" in March. Produced by WPTD Channels 14/16, the documentary is
narrated by WDTN anchor Carl Day.
And throughout UD's celebration, the campus post office will cancel first-class
mail with the University's sesquicentennial logo.
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The University of Dayton began with an act of faith- and no cash - 150 years
ago. In the middle of a cholera epidemic, the Rev. Leo Meyer, S.M., gave landowner
John Stuart a medal of St. Joseph and a promise of $12,000 at 6 percent interest in return.
for Dewberry Farm - 125 acres of vineyards, orchards, a mansion and various farm
buildings. On July 1, 1850, St. Mary's School for Boys, a frame building that not long
before had housed farm hands, opened its doors to 14 primary shtdents from Dayton.
From this private boarding school for boys carved out of fertile farmland 150 years ago,
the University of Dayton has grown into one of the largest and most respected Catholic
universities in the nation.
The celebration, which runs through spring 2001, includes song and dance,
religion and humor, and events that range from film to philosophy. Among the
highlights: UD will present Elizabeth Dole with its first Leadership with Virtue Award,
Erma Bombeck's family will present her papers to UD's archives and UD's Center for
Social Concern has recruited more than 150 students, faculty, staff and alumni who
have pledged to perform 150 hours of community service.
For a complete listing of sesquicentennial events, visit UD's sesquicentennial Web
site at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/150/.
-30For media interviews, contact Kenneth Kuntz, chair of the sesquicentennial
celebration team, at (937) 229-3229 or via e-mail at kuntz@udavton.edu.
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